
HISTORICAL NOTES
JO H N  P E T E R S  U N V E I L S  P L A Q U E  C O M M E M O R A T IN G  AUGUSTUS J O N E S
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Partic ipants  in the ceremony at the A u gu s tu s  Jo n es  p laque were , le f t  to right: Mrs. Howard Disher,  
P res iden t , Brant H istor ica l  Socie ty;  Mrs. J,R . Futcher o f  the A rchaeological and Historic  S i te s  Board; Mr. G. T. 
Gordon, M .P .P . (Brantford); the Honourable Jam es  N. A llan , Provincial Treasurer and Minister o f  the Department  
o f  E conom ics  and Federal and Provincia l Rela tions;  Mr. Kenneth Hagerman, Warden o f  Brant County; Mr. / .  T. 
P e te rs , Member o f  Council, A sso c ia t io n  o f  Ontario Land  Surveyors;  Mr. J.E. Brown , Q. C ., V ic e-P res id en t  o f  the  
Brant County H istor ica l  Socie ty; H is  Worship Mayor R .B . B e c k e t t  o f  Brantford; and the R everend  Canon W.J. 
Zimmerman .

On S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  30 ,  1961 ,  tw o  h i s t o r i c a l  p l a q u e s  w e r e  u n v e i l e d  
in B r a n t f o r d  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  the  w e l l - k n o w n  p i o n e e r  l an d  s u r v e y o r ,  
A u g u s tu s  J o n e s ,  and  h i s  s o n  P e t e r ,  n o t e d  fo r  h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  m i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  
a m o n g  t h e  I n d ia n s  of t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  T h e  c e r e m o n i e s  c o m m e n c e d  a t  3 :00 p . m .  , on 
the  g r o u n d s  of the  C ou n ty  C o u r t  H o u s e  on W e l l in g to n  S t r e e t ,  and  fo l lo w in g  the  u n ­
v e i l i n g  of t h e  A u g u s t u s  J o n e s  p la q u e  t h e r e ,  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m o v e d  to  nE c h o  V i l l a 11 
on C o l b o r n e  S t r e e t  E a s t ,  w h e r e  th e  R e v .  P e t e r  J o n e s  p l a q u e  i s  s i t u a t e d .

T h e s e  p l a q u e s  f o r m  p a r t  of a  s e r i e s  b e in g  e r e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  b y  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a v e l  a n d  P u b l i c i t y ,  a c t i n g  on the  a d v i c e  of t h e  
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  B o a r d  of O n t a r i o .  S a t u r d a y ' s  c e r e m o n i e s  w e r e  
a r r a n g e d  and  s p o n s o r e d  by  the  B r a n t  C o u n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e ty .

H i s  W o r s h i p  M a y o r  R .  B .  B e c k e t t  of B r a n t f o r d  a c t e d  a s  p r o g r a m m e  
c h a i r m a n  a t  the  A u g u s t u s  J o n e s  s i t e .  T h e  s p e a k e r s  t h e r e  i n c l u d e d :  the  H o n o u r a b l e  
J a m e s  N. A l l a n ,  O n t a r i o ' s  P r o v i n c i a l  T r e a s u r e r  a nd  M i n i s t e r  of E c o n o m i c s  and  
F e d e r a l - P r o v i n c i a l  R e l a t i o n s ; M r s .  J .  R .  F u t c h e r  of  t he  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and 
H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  B o a r d ;  M r .  G e o r g e  T.  G o r d o n ,  M . P . P .  ( B r a n t f o r d ) ;  M r .  K e n n e t h  
H a g e r m a n ,  W a r d e n  of B r a n t  C ou n ty ;  and  M r .  J a m e s  E .  B r o w n ,  Q. C. , V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  of t he  B r a n t  C ou n ty  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  T h e  p l a q u e  w as  u n v e i l e d  by  
M r .  J o h n  T .  P e t e r s ,  M e m b e r  of C o u n c i l ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O n t a r i o  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s ,  
and  d e d i c a t e d  by  C ano n  W. J .  Z i m m e r m a n ,  C h a p l a i n  of  St .  P a u l ' s ,  H e r  M a j e s t y ' s  
C h a p e l  of t he  M o h a w k s .

T h o u g h  A u g u s t u s  J o n e s  w as  one of  U p p e r  C a n a d a ' s  e a r l i e s t ,  b e s t - k n o w n  
and  m o s t  a c t i v e  s u r v e y o r s ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  o b s c u r e .  He w a s  
b o r n  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a b o u t  1763 ,  and  e v i d e n t l y  l e a r n e d  the  s u r v e y o r ' s  t r a d e  in 
New Y o rk .



As L o y a l i s t s ,  t h e  J o n e s  f a m i l y  found  it  n e c e s s a r y  to  e m i g r a t e  to 
C a n a d a ,  t h o u g h  n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  en d  of the  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W a r ,  A u g u s t u s  h i m s e l f  
a r r i v e d  in  N i a g a r a  ab o u t  1786 ,  and  s o u g h t  e m p l o y m e n t  f r o m  M a j o r  C a m p b e l l ,  t h e  
m i l i a r y  c o m m a n d a n t  t h e r e .  As i t  h a p p e n e d ,  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  t h e n  a n t i c i p a t i n g  
a h e a v y  in f lux  of  s e t t l e r s  i n to  th e  p r o v i n c e ,  in  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  o f f e r  of f r e e  l a n d  
g r a n t s  * T h u s  i t  w a s  t h a t  J o n e s  w a s  e n g a g e d ,  at  f i r s t  in a m i n o r  c a p a c i t y ,  by  
P h i l i p  F r e y ,  D e p u ty  S u r v e y o r  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of N a s s a u .

J o n e s  b e g a n  h i s  w o r k  in the  s u m m e r  of 1787 ,  and  f o r  the  s u c c e e d i n g  
two  y e a r s  w as  e n g a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  in  s u r v e y i n g  t o w n s h i p s  a lo n g  the  s o u t h  s h o r e  of  
L a k e  O n t a r i o  and  up the  N i a g a r a  R i v e r ,  In J a n u a r y ,  1788 ,  he  w a s  a p p o in t e d  
a s s i s t a n t  to  F r e y ,  and  in  N o v e m b e r  of t h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r  b e c a m e  a c t i n g  D e p u t y  
S u r v e y o r  w hen  F r e y  le f t  t h e  a r e a .  J o n e s  w a s  f o r m a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  a  D e p u ty  P r o v i n ­
c i a l  S u r v e y o r  in F e b r u a r y ,  1791* a t  a  s a l a r y  of  7 / 6  p e r  day .

He c o n t in u e d  to  s u r v e y  th e  N i a g a r a  P e n i n s u l a ,  and  a l s o  w o r k e d  on th e  
In d ia n  l a n d s  a long  the  G r a n d  R i v e r .  In 1 7 9 1 - 9 2  he l a i d  out  a  t o w n  p lo t  f o r  L e n o x  
( l a t e r  c a l l e d  N e w a r k  o r  N i a g a r a ) .  H is  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  1793 i n c l u d e d :  an  e x t e n s i v e  
s u r v e y  of the  L a  T r a n c h e  ( T h a m e s )  R i v e r ;  s u r v e y i n g  a nd  o p e n in g  up  D u n d a s  S t r e e t ,  
( the G o v e r n o r ' s  R o a d )  f r o m  B u r l i n g t o n  B a y  to  t h e  T h a m e s ;  a n d  l a y i n g  out  s e v e r a l  
t o w n s h i p s  in w h a t  b e c a m e  W e n t w o r t h  Coun ty .

T h r o u g h  1794 J o n e s  w a s  s i m i l a r l y  e n g a g e d  in th e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  of t he  
p r o v i n c e .  The  fo l low ing  y e a r  he  u n d e r t o o k  the  s u r v e y  of t o w n s h i p s  in  the  H o m e  
D i s t r i c t  a r o u n d  Y o r k .  He t h e n  d e l i n e a t e d  a  t r a c t  of l an d  a t  B u r l i n g t o n  w h i c h  J o s e p h  
B r a n t  w i s h e d  to  o b t a in  f r o m  th e  M i s s i s s a u g a  I n d i a n s .  It m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  J o n e s  m e t  T u h b e n a h n e e q u a y ,  t h e  M is  s i s  s a u g a  g i r l  who b e c a m e  h i s  w i f e ; f o r  h e r  
f a t h e r ,  W a b a n o s e h ,  w a s  one  of  t h e  c h i e f s  who s i g n e d  the  d o c u m e n t  w h e r e b y  t h a t  
t r a c t  w a s  s u r r e n d e r e d  in 1797 to  the  C r o w n .

D u r i n g  h i s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  in t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  J o n e s 1 h o m e  h a d  b e e n  in  
S a l t f l e e t  T o w n s h i p  n e a r  t he  m o u t h  of  S to n e y  C r e e k .  T h e r e  he b e c a m e  a  n e i g h b o u r  
and  f r i e n d  of  J o s e p h  B r a n t  and  p l a y e d  h o s t ,  on o c c a s i o n ,  t o  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r  
S i m c o e  and  h i s  w ife .  In 1797 J o n e s  a c q u i r e d  l an d  on the  G r a n d  R i v e r  f r o m  B r a n t  
u n d e r  a l o n g - t e r m  l e a s e ,  a l t h o u g h  he d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b u i l t  o r  s e t t l e d  on it  
b e f o r e  1817.  T h i s  e s t a t e  n e a r  t he  G r a n d  R i v e r  a t  C o ld  S p r i n g s  w as  l a r g e l y  w i th in  
th e  p r e s e n t  t o w n s h i p  of B r a n t f o r d .

A m o n g  the  h ig h l i g h t s  of J o n e s '  l a t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a  s u r v e y  of Yonge  
S t r e e t  f r o m  L a k e  O n t a r i o  to  H o l l a n d  L a n d i n g ,  a t  w h ic h  he  w a s  e m p l o y e d  i n t e r m i t ­
t e n t l y  f r o m  1795 to  1797; a  s u r v e y  of t he  to w n  of Y o r k  in 1798;  and  a s s i s t a n c e  
r e n d e r e d  f r o m  C oun t  de P u i s a y e  in s e l e c t i n g  and  l a y in g  ou t  h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  in 
M a r k h a m  T o w n s h i p ,  1 7 9 8 -9 9 .

F r o m  1787 to  1799 no p e r s o n  in U p p e r  C a n a d a  s u r v e y e d  and  s u b d i v i d e d  
a s  l a r g e  and  i m p o r t a n t  an  a r e a  of  l a n d  a s  J o n e s ,  H o w e v e r ,  he  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  d one  
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  w o r k  f o r  t he  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  1799* T h e  r e a s o n  i s  
u nk n ow n ,  b u t  he  m a y  h ave  d e c i d e d  to  con f in e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  p r i v a t e  s u r v e y s  and  
t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  h i s  own e x t e n s i v e  h o l d in g s .

A u g u s tu s  J o n e s  d i e d  at  Co ld  S p r i n g s  on  N o v e m b e r  16,  1836 ,  a nd  w a s  
b u r i e d  t h e r e .  A f t e r  the  d e a t h  of h i s  s o n ,  the  R e v .  P e t e r  J o n e s ,  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
h i s  body  w as  r e m o v e d  to  G r e e n w o o d  C e m e t e r y  in  B r a n t f o r d ,  and  r e - i n t e r r e d  b e s i d e  
t h a t  of the  son .

U n l ik e  m a n y  w h i te  m e n ,  A u g u s t u s  J o n e s  w a s  t r u s t e d  b y  a nd  on f r i e n d l y  
t e r m s  w i th  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  l iv ing  a long  the  G r a n d  R i v e r .  As  one  of 
the  e a r l y  p a t h f i n d e r s  of  t he  l a r g e l y  u n s e t t l e d  p r o v i n c e ,  he e n d u r e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  
h a r d s h i p s  w i th  f o r t i t u d e .  T o  the  h i s t o r i a n  i n t e r e s t e d  in the  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  of 
U p p e r  C a n a d a ,  J o n e s 1 e x t e n s i v e  d i a r i e s ,  f i e ld  n o t e s ,  r e p o r t s  an d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
s t o r e d  in o u r  A r c h i v e s ,  p r o v i d e  v i t a l  s o u r c e s  of  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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